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§ 588.5 Investigations.
(a) An investigation to determine the

existence of adverse conditions as de-
scribed in § 588.3 may be initiated by
the Commission on its own motion or
on the petition of any person pursuant
to § 588.4. An investigation shall be con-
sidered to have been initiated for the
purpose of the time limits imposed by
the Foreign Shipping Practices Act of
1988 upon the publication in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER of the Commission’s no-
tice of investigation, which shall an-
nounce the initiation of the proceeding
upon either the Commission’s own mo-
tion or the filing of a petition.

(b) The provisions of part 502 of this
chapter (Rules of Practice and Proce-
dure) shall not apply to this part ex-
cept for those provisions governing ex
parte contacts (§ 502.11 of this chapter)
and except as the Commission may
otherwise determine by order. The pre-
cise procedures and timetables for par-
ticipation in investigations initiated
under this part will be established on
an ad hoc basis as appropriate and set
forth in the notice. Proceedings may
include oral evidentiary hearings, but
only when the Commission determines
that there are likely to be genuine
issues of material fact that cannot be
resolved on the basis of written sub-
missions, or that the nature of the
matter in issue is such that an oral
hearing and cross-examination are nec-
essary for the development of an ade-
quate record. In any event, investiga-
tions initiated under this part shall
proceed expeditiously, consistent with
due process, to conform with the time
limits specified in the Foreign Ship-
ping Practices Act and to identify
promptly the conditions described in
§ 588.3 of this part.

(c) Upon initiation of an investiga-
tion, interested persons will be given
the opportunity to participate in the
proceeding pursuant to the procedures
set forth in the notice. Submissions
filed in response to a notice of inves-
tigation may include written data and
statistics, views, and legal arguments.
Factual information submitted shall be
certified under oath. An original and 15
copies of such submissions will be filed
with the Secretary, Federal Maritime
Commission, Washington, DC 20573.
Persons who receive information re-

quests from the Commission pursuant
to § 588.6 of this part are not precluded
from filing additional voluntary sub-
missions in accordance with this para-
graph.

(d) An investigation shall be com-
pleted and a decision rendered within
120 days after it has commenced as de-
fined in paragraph (a) of this section,
unless the Commission determines that
an additional 90-day period is necessary
in order to obtain sufficient informa-
tion on which to render a decision.
When the Commission determines to
extend the investigation period for an
additional 90 days, it shall issue a no-
tice clearly stating the reasons there-
for.

§ 588.6 Information demands and sub-
poenas.

(a) In furtherance of this part, the
Commission may, by order, require any
person (including any common carrier,
shipper, shipper’s association, ocean
freight forwarder, or marine terminal
operator, or any officer, receiver, trust-
ee, lessee, agent or employee thereof)
to file with the Commission any peri-
odic or special report, answers to ques-
tions, documentary material, or other
information which the Commission
considers necessary or appropriate, and
in the form and within the time pre-
scribed by the Commission. Responses
to such orders may be required by the
Commission to be made under oath.

(b) The Commission may issue sub-
poenas to compel the attendance and
testimony of witnesses and the produc-
tion of records or other evidence as it
deems necessary and appropriate in
conducting an investigation under
§ 588.5 of this part.

(c) The Commission may, in its dis-
cretion, determine that any informa-
tion submitted to it in response to a re-
quest (including a subpoena) under this
section, or accompanying a petition
under § 588.4, or voluntarily submitted
by any person pursuant to § 588.5(c),
shall not be disclosed to the public. To
this end, persons submitting informa-
tion for consideration in a proceeding
or investigation under this part may
indicate in writing any factors they
wish the Commission to consider rel-
evant to a decision on confidentiality
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